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This information is based on data/evaluation inquiries from sub-recipients raised at the All Grantee 

meeting. This same information was provided in an email by Jody Barnett, State Evaluator as a follow-up 

response to questions. 

 

What is the status of the Young Adult Substance Use Survey (YASUS) being carried out by 

State Evaluators?  

 

The Young Adult Substance Use Survey (YASUS) effort is underway and data is being collected among 

randomly selected 18-25 year olds in your area.  The survey will close November 27th (if not 

sooner).  Our goal is to have some basic aggregate survey results back to grantees by December 31st.   At 

that time we will distribute the survey questions along with your aggregate borough results. If you have a 

need for specific survey questions in the meantime, please contact state evaluators directly (either Jodi 

Barnett or Bridget Hanson).  

 

Are sub-recipients required to obtain IRB approval? 

The topic of IRB approval also came up during the meeting. There is no PFS requirement to obtain IRB 

approval for your data assessment and evaluation efforts.  However, if you work for an organization or 

institution that requires IRB approval (e.g., university), project staff should be planning and preparing 

right away given the aggressive timeline for deliverables in the first year.  State evaluators are certainly 

happy to offer some tips and advice in preparing and submitting IRB proposals on an individual basis (if 

needed) but it will be up to you to obtain IRB approval, if necessary, for your efforts. 

  

What do you mean when referring to Baseline Data? 

To help answer questions about what “baseline” data collection means before strategy 

implementation:  Please see pages 38-41 (Develop Strategy Evaluation Plans) of the PFS Guidance 

Document.  This section provides specific guidance on selecting strategy-level indicators and monitoring 

progress on those indicators before implementation (i.e., baseline) and during implementation.  We 

anticipate having a webinar about the evaluation section of the guidance document sometime in 

February.  However, any questions you have in the meantime should be discussed with state evaluators.  

 

What is the status for the Health Facilities Data Reporting (HFDR) datasets you are 

collecting for the evaluation indicators for Rx opioids? 

There were a number of questions about the data from the Health Facilities Data Reporting program 

(HFDR) that state evaluators will be providing to grantees for their respective boroughs. Our request is 

being processed and we hope to have that data to you within the next month. At that point we will share 

your aggregate borough data for heroin/Rx opioid ER visits and poisonings along with the ICD-9/ICD-10 

codes we used for the request. From this dataset, cost data was a particular interest to many grantees. We 

are looking into obtaining that data (i.e. cost of heroin/Rx opioid ER visits and poisonings) along with the 

number of incidents. If we are able to obtain cost data, it will likely come at a later time. We will keep 

you posted on our progress related to obtaining cost data. I have an upcoming meeting with staff from 

HFDR on Wednesday 10/19. 


