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Browse online references to prevention resources, news articles and other publications featuring 
successful prevention approaches in use to help combat the opioid crisis.  
 

Upcoming Webinars & Technical Assistance 
 

 

Upcoming PFS Webinars and 

Technical Assistance  

 

 

Details 

 

Information to Attend 

 

National PFS Webinar 

The Intersection of Opioid Abuse, 

Overdose, and Suicide: Understanding the 

Connections: This webinar is the first in a 

two-part series exploring the connections 

between opioid abuse, overdose, and 

suicide. 

  

 

Date/time:  

Tues, June 5 

11am-12:30pm 

(AKDT) 

 

Host:  

CAPT 

 

 

 

Register for this webinar at this link. 

 

 

 

 

June Cohort Call 

This time will be dedicated to discussing 

enquiries that have come up during 

monthly grant check-in’s, along with other 

questions that arise.  

 

Date/time: 

Mon, June 18 

10-11am 

 

Dial-in #: 

1-866-832-7806 
 

Participant code: 

8204436 
 

 
Alaska PFS Updates & Reminders 

 Help the state share information about and celebrate your community’s local drug 
take-back event! Send any of the following materials designed for your community’s 
take-back events to Hope Finkelstein, PFS Program Coordinator 
(hope.finkelstein@alaska.gov) for broad dissemination of PFS grantee efforts: 

 Information flyers and photos for your local events 

 Web links (i.e. http//www.change4kenai.org/drug-take-back.html) 

 Local community partners (public/private) 
 Information about what was collected (approximate pounds, type of drugs). 
 Testimonies/quotes from participants (including you): Why do safe drug 

take-back events matter? 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016cR6Ey1dI9YJBOXOo5tCHfffKYRkYCw_WxQ1xeSMFowWJmqxI-SVKSbeLqEF0LSSBIUlOfWtuyigx3GoQQzcDMJXjhf-QT_k1os64D5FoM0OMjTylkmCfyA5p_YHoox4KM10RG09szPG6xd8UvmF3yAJizVeXOrlYYPlaDxhtfqdSoVNO3KirfV9tsgMksS0&c=kRKjgOP92UzhHZY02rV4xOy7b7nhuc-BzI7Vs-S01Dg0N2NWM4flGw==&ch=LLfMI5_TWFHNTAqIa_0-kDl-c2SzKfJIOfibvkoyiXow9xEOKMwO9w==
tel:(866)%20832-7806
mailto:hope.finkelstein@alaska.gov
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 Thanks to HOPE coalition (Loyd Platson and Vera Gibson) and Change 4 the Kenai 
(Shari Conner) for sharing evaluation activities during the May 21st Cohort Call. If 
you were not able to attend the webinar, visit the Training webpage to learn more 
about evaluation topics discussed along with other highlights.  
 

 Be sure to check out prescriber resources in the finalized Acute Pain Treatment 
Discussion Toolkit available for PFS grantees for use with their local providers. To 
access documents in the toolkit, please visit the Training webpage (additional details 
below).  
 

 If your coalition would like help making connections with potential prescriber leads 

(champions) in your area, contact Regina McConkey, OSMAP’s Substance Misuse 

Program Coordinator (regina.mcconkey@alaska.edu). 

 

 Thanks to everyone who have shared examples of how PFS prevention efforts are 

being broadcasted: Read this newspaper article showcasing HOPE coalition’s PFS 

prevention efforts. This is a second in a series of articles in the Daily Sitka Sentinel 

utilized to spread the word of the coalition’s prevention efforts. See HOPE’s other 

media coverage here. Additional examples from Change 4 the Kenai and Fairbanks 

Wellness Coalition are provided below. If you have examples of how your coalition is 

partnering with local media, please send to DETAL (alaskapfs@gmail.com).  

 

 If you missed the CAPT webinar: Collaborating with the Medical Community to 

Prevent Opioid Misuse: A Key Step for Successful Prescriber Education on 

successful strategies to potentially engage local providers in your area, you can listen 

to the recording and view related material here (see “Center for the Application of 

Prevention Technologies”).  

 

 SAVE THE DATE: Please join us Monday, June 18 (10-11am) for the next PFS cohort 

call. We will discuss questions that have come up during recent grant check-in’s, and 

have open time to discuss any additional questions coalitions may have regarding 

PFS grant activities.  

 

State & National News and Events    
 

 Anchorage Daily News (ADN) 

https://www.adn.com/ 

Browse some recent ADN news articles related to the opioid epidemic in Alaska.  

 

Criminals are trying to get caught so they can smuggle drugs into jail, an Alaska 

official says 

Read May 30, 2018 article here. 

 

 

https://iseralaska.org/projects/alaska-partnerships-for-success/training/
https://iseralaska.org/projects/alaska-partnerships-for-success/training/
mailto:regina.mcconkey@alaska.edu
https://iseralaska.org/static/akpfs/20180514-SitkaNewsArticle.pdf
https://www.ktoo.org/2018/05/22/sitka-counseling-fights-opioid-crisis-with-treatment-prevention/
mailto:alaskapfs@gmail.com
https://iseralaska.org/projects/alaska-partnerships-for-success/training/
https://www.adn.com/
https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/crime-courts/2018/05/30/inmates-are-getting-jailed-on-purpose-to-sell-drugs-alaska-prison-official-says/
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Alaska gains access to federal grant program to combat drug trafficking 

Read May 2, 2018 article at this link. See May 1, 2018 press release by U.S. Senator 

Dan Sullivan’s office at this link. Read letter written by the Alaska delegation’s 

requesting a stand-alone High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas (HIDTA) in Alaska. 

 

The private sector has a powerful incentive to treat opioid addiction.  

Read May 15, 2018 article here.  

 

The silent fallout of the opioid epidemic? Meth  

Read May 30, 2018 article here. 

 

 KTUU News 

http://www.ktuu.com/ 

 

Opioid drug maker seeks dismissal of Alaska lawsuit 

Read May 31 article here.  

 

Scientists find opioids, antibiotics in Puget Sound mussels 

Read May 26 article here. 

 

Gov. Walker addresses public safety plan, drug help from feds 

Watch press conference (May 18, 2018) providing details about what the designation 

of HIDTA means and how this funding will be used here. 

 

 KTVA News 

http://www.ktva.com/ 

Mat-Su Regional reduces opioids in ER by more than 60% 

Read June 3, 2018 article here.  

 

10 years in prison for meth, heroin distributor 

Read June 3, 2018 article here. 

 

Federal funds flow to Alaska for fight against illegal drugs 

Read May 18, 2018 article here. 

New record for Alaska in DEA’s National Prescription Drug Take Back Day 

Read May 7, 2018 article here. 

 

State Releases new opioid scoreboard 

Read April 2, 2018 article here.  

 

 The New York Times 

https://www.nytimes.com/ 

Origins of an Epidemic: Purdue Pharma Knew Its Opioids Were Widely Abused 

Read May 29, 2018 article here.  

https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/crime-courts/2018/05/02/alaska-gains-access-to-federal-grant-program-to-combat-drug-trafficking/
https://www.sullivan.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/alaska-delegation-welcomes-critical-hidta-designation-to-combat-drug-trafficking-and-reduce-supply-of-illegal-drugs
https://www.sullivan.senate.gov/download/senator-sullivan-hidta-support-letter
https://www.adn.com/opinions/national-opinions/2018/05/15/the-private-sector-has-a-powerful-incentive-to-treat-opioid-addiction/
https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/2018/03/19/the-silent-fallout-of-the-opioid-epidemic-meth/
http://www.ktuu.com/content/news/Opioid-drug-maker-seeks-dismissal-of-Alaska-lawsuit-484188781.html
http://www.ktuu.com/content/news/Scientists-find-opioids-antibiotics-in-Puget-Sound-mussels-483797801.html
http://www.ktuu.com/content/news/WATCH-Gov-Walker-addresses-public-safety-plan-drug-help-from-feds-483057371.html
http://www.ktva.com/story/38337650/mat-su-regional-reduces-opioids-in-er-by-more-than-60?utm_source=KTVA+Newsletter&utm_campaign=006f42ec7f-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9a8bbcb136-006f42ec7f-259348377
http://www.ktva.com/story/38330655/man-will-serve-10-years-in-prison-for-trying-to-distribute-meth-heroin?utm_source=KTVA+Newsletter&utm_campaign=4b73599248-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9a8bbcb136-4b73599248-259348377
http://www.ktva.com/story/38226983/federal-funds-flow-to-alaska-for-fight-against-illegal-drugs?utm_source=KTVA+Newsletter&utm_campaign=30291c832e-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9a8bbcb136-30291c832e-259348377
http://www.ktva.com/story/38133797/new-record-for-ak-in-deas-national-prescription-drug-take-back-day
http://www.ktva.com/clip/14244191/state-releases-new-opioid-scorecard
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/29/health/purdue-opioids-oxycontin.html?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=cdfd050a18-MR_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-cdfd050a18-150324393
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 Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp/ 

Find recent information about the ONDCP’s High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas 

(HIDTA). To learn more, visit the Frequently Asked Question page at this link. See 

the current (May, 2018) map of HIDTA areas here. 

 

Rx Prevention Resources 

 Fairbanks Wellness Coalition  

http://www.fairbankswellness.org/ 

Check out this great video PSA posted on Fairbanks Wellness Coalition’s Facebook 

page for getting the word out to the public about year-round drug take-back drop box 

locations in the Fairbanks and North Pole communities. 

 

 Change 4 the Kenai (C4K) Coalition 

http//www.change4kenai.org/ 

Thanks to Shari Conner (sconner@cpgh.org) for sharing how C4K is getting the word 

out about the Safe, Safe, Safe (safe disposal, use and storage) media campaign. This 

video was created by local youth who won C4K’s video competition. Movie-goers will 

soon be seeing this prevention video in local movie theaters in Homer, Kenai, 

Soldotna communities. Check out the data collected by C4K from two communities 

(Homer, Soldotna) on the Kenai Peninsula where surveys were distributed to 

participants of local drug take-back events during national drug take-back day. 

 

 PFS Website Resources 

The Acute Pain Treatment Discussion Toolkit by OSMAP (previously referred to as 

Provider/Patient Discussion Tool) is a tool designed for easy customization of 

community disposal information for engaging local prescribers in prevention efforts. 

To access the toolkit, visit the Training webpage. (Look under “Strategies to decrease 

easy access of prescription opioids”).  Also be sure to check out some new capacity 

building resources for identifying areas to improve coalition functioning. You can the 

capacity building resources under Steps of the SPF webpage (under Step 2: 

Capacity). 

 

 Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America (CADCA) 

https://www.cadca.org/ 

Watch Understand Your Influence broadcast (~1 hour), or download a copy of the 

video to gain insights on how coalitions can change laws and policies to ultimately 

impact the social availability and disapproval of substance use at the local or state 

levels. Watch another CADCA broadcast called Data Detectives (~1 hour) to learn 

how to use data to tell the story of your community, tips to avoid data overload, 

among other data tips.  

 

https://www.dea.gov/ops/hidta.shtml
https://gov.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/PR-18-068-HIDTA-FAQs.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/HIDTA_2018_letter_May2018.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/FairbanksWellnessCoalition/
mailto:sconner@cpgh.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRd_rDd9pkw&t=42s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21dZB1JSuiY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.questionpro.com/t/PDrPHZb8WT
https://www.questionpro.com/t/PDtcnZcCph
https://iseralaska.org/projects/alaska-partnerships-for-success/training/
https://iseralaska.org/projects/alaska-partnerships-for-success/steps-of-the-spf/
https://www.cadca.org/resources/understanding-your-influence
http://www.mctft.org/telecasts/view_webcast/2012-04-26-1.html
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 National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) 

https://www.drugabuse.gov/ 

Explore a variety of prescriber tools including continuing education credits on safe 

prescribing of opioid pain medicine from the NIDA Med Module: Safe Prescribing 

for Pain. See also the Patient Materials section containing the Drugs, Brain and 

Behavior: The Science of Addiction (July, 2014) document available at this link. 

 

 National Safety Council (NSC) 

https://www.nsc.org/ 

Check out specific tools available from NSC’s prescriber resources portal. This video 

(Utube) features a 2014 talk by Dr. Don Teeter (Dr. Teeter has done work with some 

coalitions in Alaska) promoting alternatives to opioid pain management and societal 

costs associated with opioid misuse. Watch video (~33m) here. 

 

 OpioidPrescribing.Org 

https://www.opioidprescribing.com/ 

This website provides multiple prescriber resource and guidelines on safe prescribing 

of opioids for patients with chronic pain. 

 

 Center for the Application of Prevention Technologies (CAPT) 

https://www.samhsa.gov/capt/ 

Archived CAPT webinar: Collaborating to Prevent Prescription Drug Misuse and 

Overdose: A State-Level Perspective (May 2, 2017) 

This CAPT webinar covers how experts in the field (prevention practitioners) are 

successfully collaborating with others to prevent substance abuse and strengthen 

prevention outcomes. Links to the archived webinar recording, transcript and 

summary are available at this link (look under “Center for the Application of 

Prevention Technologies” section) of the PFS website.  

 

 Partnership for Drug Free Kids 

https://drugfree.org/ 

Check out opioid-related topics including community education resources for local 

prevention practitioners to increase understanding and action around substance use 

issues at the local level. Watch Out of Reach, a documentary created by the Medicine 

Abuse Project on teen prescription abuse. 

  

 Colorado Consortium for Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention 

http://www.corxconsortium.org/about-the-consortium/ 

Take Meds Seriously Campaign is one of Colorado’s public awareness campaigns to 

build awareness for preventing prescription drug misuse and abuse. Download 

individual chapters (see provider education) from the Prescription Drug Abuse 

Prevention: A Colorado Community Reference Guide resource. Check out tasks and 

functions assigned to each workgroup involved on the consortium. 

 

 First Things 

https://www.firstthings.com/ 

https://www.drugabuse.gov/nidamed/etools/unaccredited-module-1-safe-prescribing-pain/thank-you
https://www.drugabuse.gov/nidamed/etools/unaccredited-module-1-safe-prescribing-pain/thank-you
https://d14rmgtrwzf5a.cloudfront.net/sites/default/files/soa_2014.pdf
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/safety-topics/opioids/for-doctors
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P3wVARRFBpI
https://iseralaska.org/projects/alaska-partnerships-for-success/training/
https://drugfree.org/heroin-opioid-epidemic/#hidta3
https://drugfree.org/article/film-screening/#outofreach
https://drugfree.org/article/medicine-abuse-whats-happening-why/
https://drugfree.org/article/medicine-abuse-whats-happening-why/
http://takemedsseriously.org/
http://www.corxconsortium.org/communityreference/
http://www.corxconsortium.org/communityreference/
http://www.corxconsortium.org/work-groups/
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“American Carnage: The New Landscape of Opioid Addiction” 

Read insights (April, 2017) about America’s opioid crisis by Christopher Caldwell 

here. 

 

 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)  

https://www.samhsa.gov/ 

Find resources to online references with examples of substance misuse prevention 

media campaign messaging. See also this tip sheet for the basics of effective 

messaging techniques.  

 

 SAMHSA’s Opioid Prescribing Courses for Health Care Providers 

https://www.samhsa.gov/ 

Find listing for SAMHSA-recommended prescriber strategies (continuing medical 

education courses) from other states at this link. 

 

 U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)  

https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/index.html 

See National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day Collection results from April, 2018 

events. Also check out this information (Facebook) from Fairbanks Wellness 

Coalition posting about how their local drug take-back events went at this link. 

 

Upcoming Prevention Events  

 

 Social Marketing Conference (June 29-30, 2018) 

Training location: Clearwater Beach, FL; using technologies and tools to understand 

target audience and achieving sustainable behavior change. For registration 

information, and more details, go here.  

 

 17th Annual Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America (CADCA) (July 

15-19, 2018) 

This CADCA training (Orlando, FL) is suitable for community coalition leaders and 

associated staff members. The theme for this mid-year training is Partnering for 

Prevention; more information is available at this link. 

 

 

 
Questions 
Thanks to everyone for providing feedback about how we can best meet your needs. If you have questions, concerns or 

recommendations for improvements, please don’t hesitate to reach out to DETAL at alaskapfs@gmail.com.  

 

Alaska Partnerships for Success   |   Heroin & Opioids in the Last Frontier  
 

Trainings    |     Steps of the SPF    |   Communities 

 

https://www.firstthings.com/article/2017/04/american-carnage
https://www.samhsa.gov/capt/tools-learning-resources/prevention-media-campaigns
https://www.samhsa.gov/capt/sites/default/files/resources/tipsheet-effective-messaging.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/medication-assisted-treatment/training-resources/opioid-courses
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/takeback/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/FairbanksWellnessCoalition/
https://thesocialmarketingconference.org/
file:///C:/Users/suzanne.sharp/Desktop/DETAL%20Files/Community%20Anti-Drug%20Coalitions%20of%20America
mailto:alaskapfs@gmail.com
https://iseralaska.org/projects/alaska-partnerships-for-success/
http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/Director/Pages/heroin-opioids/default.aspx
https://iseralaska.org/projects/alaska-partnerships-for-success/training/
https://iseralaska.org/projects/alaska-partnerships-for-success/steps-of-the-spf/
https://iseralaska.org/projects/alaska-partnerships-for-success/communities/

